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The military operations which have. been in 
_rogress on the line of the Rappahannock for a week 
past, have to-day culminated in what, if not precisely 

. & great battie, only escapes that designation because 
we all feel tnat grester, by far, remains behind. 

Gen. Hooxzs, by a series of brilliantly audacious 
manceuvres and movements, of acelerity wholly un- 
matohed in this war, has succeeded in crossing the 
Rappshannock River, and gaining for his army a 
position ten mires west by south, and in the rear of 
Fredericksbargh. 

Gen. Laz, at first completely surprised by this move, 
and utterly puzzled asto his antagonist’s intentions, 
has, however, had time to recover himeelf, and with 
a hand almost equally bold in the grand game of 
strategy—abandoning his position in Fréedericksburgh, 
and the line of twenty miles down the Rappahannock 
. which he has held for months—has changed his frent, 
and stands opposite us in the horrid gage of battle. 

We have secured a strong position, completely 
surning the line of rebel defensive heights in the rear of 
Predericksburgh, against which our army on the 3th 
of last’ December mediy dashed itself. This, as Gea, 
Hoexse expresses it in his inspiriting order of Thurs- 
day, gives us the advantage of compelling the enemy 
to fight us on ground of our own choosing. 

Figure to yourself a huge triangle or redan, one leg 
of three miles long, resting en the south side of the 
Rappahannock, above Fredericksburgh, and between 
Banks and Dalited States Ford; and the other on 
Hunting Creek, an affluent of the Rappshannock, 
with the apex at Chaneellorsville, and you have, in 
epitome, the situation as it now stands. This posi- 
tion, navurally strong, has been rendered doubly 
stronger by breastworks and abettis thrown up in 
front to cover the troops. 

Imagine, now, the enemy massed in front of this 
position—front to front, and flank to fank—and you 
have the rebel situation. Take into account, also, 
that the enemy have strengthened themselves by the 
game appliances adopted by us. 

These reiative positions were assumed three days 
ago,aad the history of that period is that of skirmishing 
along the advance line, developed in front of both 
armies—we feeling the enemy at various points, the 
enemy feeling us at various pcints. 

This afternoon and evening, however, the enemy 
was emboldened to depart from these minor opera- 
tions, and make a bold coup, by attacking our right 
flank in force, and attempting to double us up. About 
6 o'clock this evening, Jacxsox—you will recognize 
as I goon the operations and all its circumstances as 
one quite in his style, and the affair will recall to you 
Cedar Mountain and other memories—with his 
‘whole corps of forty thousand men, threw himeelf 
impetuoesiy on our extreme right, formed by the 
Eleventh Army corps, under command of Major-Gen. 
Rowan. ‘The assault was one athed oy ail the | 


ot our Weakest point, and on 8 


at present mestion what they are—and there bias 
prospect that the enemy will succeed in his purpose 


‘of either breaking our Line or cutting our communica- 
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relations, it is absolutely necessary that I should take | 
& brief retrospect of the. operations ot (a. entre' 


week. You have already received from your corres- " 


pondents current accounts of events as they have 
| transpired ; but as it was inevitable that these should 
be written without « full appreciation of the meaning 
and relations of the movements and manceuvres, it 
will be necessary to go beck and trace the develop-. 
ment of the situation from the start. Let me add that 
Owing to tne accumulation of ‘material, I must 
ebandon all hope of entering into a descriptive account, 
aa, my note-book ‘would fll several pages of hand 
Trams, and must, to the sacrifice of artistic effect, 
treat it purely in its military relations. 
IL 

It is Monday morning, (April 27,) and the army is 
all in motion. The vast area it covers of miles and 
miles in extent isan animated scene of eats 
stir. The camps are “ broken,” end the comfortable 

huts and Wiater-quarters, in which the men have 
lodged for meaths, are abandoned, Columns of 
are indving on this reed abd that, andon & 
| Gozen different rosds—cerefally concealing them- : 
pelves from the enemy's view by marching through 
the woods and behind the knolls and ridges. of the 
brokea ground along the Rappailannock. Long trains 
of artillery, pack mules and ambulances add their own 
features of the imposieg and the picturesque to the 
| The movement would many days ago have been 
inaugurated but for these fickle April skies, which 
have left but brief intermigsions of fine weather, and 
during the rest of the time have been deluging the 
country with rain, and ruining these treacherous 
Virginia roads. At length, however, operationé are 
actually begun, and a new life and vivacity eit the 
mes. 

The army, in all its aspecta, material and moral, is. 
in splendid condition. 

The army is larger than it was ever before ma- 
terlally. ‘The health of the troops is better then it) 
ever was before, From the first day Gen. Hooxss 
took command, it was felt thet a’ directing brain 
animated the mass. Mens agifat molem. Great 
mobility has been secured by prodigiousiy cutting 
down the amount of transportation, and py employ- 
ing pack mules, which go anywhere in all weathers, 
instead of our heavy wagons, which are always stuck 
in the mud.’ But two wagons are sllowed to a regi- 
ment. The army is no longer encumbered with tnat 
ponderous impediment which used to be the marvel 


‘of all who beheld it. In fact, we now approximate 


the French standard, which enables an army to carry 
fourteen days’ provisions without a wheel bebind it. 
The moral transformation is not less complete. It 


| may be in the recollection of some of your readers 
, that I had occasion two months ago te give s minute 


dissection of the condition of the Army of the Poto- 
mac as it was atthe time ef the last bungling cam- 
paign on the Rappehannock. | was accordingly much 
interested, after an absence of a couple of months, 
to make a comparative study of the internal change 
that had come over it inthe interval under the-new 
military régime. The metamorphosis could hardly have 
been more complete, and I have often hed difficulty 
in convincing myself that that army, where general 
croaking, jealousies, disaffection, desertion and uni- 
versal demoralization prevailed, isfthe same with this 
in which a new vitality animates the men, system, 
harmony and orgarization are seen, and atrue milita- 
ry spirit pervades the troops. ts 

Nothing ia this line of phenomena struck me more 
than the admirable secresy that existed in tegurd to 
the proposed plan and movements of the opening 
campaign. It wes a new and somewhat tantalizing 
sensation ; for any one who has followed the move- 
ments of the army in the field will pear me out when 
I say, that hitherto projected operations have always 
been known and discussed by nesily everybody— 
even the negro servants in the camps—for days and 
weeks before they took place. In this casé absolute 
ignorance prevailed. Not even the corps command: | 
ers knew what was intended, and had only their spe- | 


cific individual order for the day. Pew a 


Accordingly, early in the week every one was rub- | 
bing his yes, and asking where isthe army? No 
one could tell. Here was a column moving up; 
other moving down, and the column that was up yes-. 


| teraday proves to be down to-day. I confess I was 
} heartily glad of the general bewilderment, though it | 


was rather puzzling for a correspondent .to observe | 
movements along a line twenty-five or thirty miles in 
length. In this case, it was the ‘spectatots of the | 
great game of chess that were biindfolded.. The | 
master player alone had his eyes open. 

{n'the great game of war, time and epace are sal 
elements with which the Genera] has to deal. Celer- | 

ity (and for that purpose the greatest possible mobili. 
ty) with secresy are the indispensable conditions of all | 
military combinations. The mind ot Gen. Hooxsa is, 
palo a ot a aoe or 
elements. a 
By Tuesday 
‘| begin to takein a 
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itt hepellrporamesewan. sort 9ey 
atl left. ope entirely doubtful as to where the main 
sttack would’bé, whither below ot above, and the 
more so, te—albeit'the general disposition of the | 
troops was as indicated—Gen, Hooxzn still beld the 
balance of power in his band, realy to threw iarge, 
reinforcements. either up or down. It was. fair to. 
suppose, however, that the operations at one point 
would be merely of the nature of & demonstration, | 
while the real attack would be made at the other. 
The voints being Afteen miles apart, and out of sup- 
porting Ristangs, it was rant that he 
gander (who beld the centre position en. the chord, 
wiille we docupied the arc,) this opportunity of fall- 
Ing upon and beating us in detail. 

| Before dawn of Tuesday the pontoon boats hed 
been taken from the wagons, a couple of miles be- | 
tow Fredericksburgh, apd under cover of « very 
heavy fog, were carried, nolseletsly dows on men’s | 
shoulders to the river’s brink atid deposited inthe’ 
water. They were immediately manned by the troops: 
of Rigam"s brigade, (Brooxzs’ division, Sixth Army 


us by Gen. Hunr at the time of the crossing in De- 
cember. The rebels here, as at every ford for forty 
miles up end down the river, were posted along the | 
river's margin in double lines of rifle pits, containing, 
perbaps, = couple of hundred men each. “atthe: 


sistance, and in a few moments our men were in. 
possession of both lines of rife pits, with the loss of 
half dozen men. Indeed, a rebel Lieutenant cap- 


they bed been expressly instructed not to offer very 
serious resistance. This being accomplished, the 
“whole of Baooxss’ division was passed over the three 
pontoon bridges which were immediately constructed | 
under Ghntye Of Chiet-Enginecr Buream, to hold the 
A mile dnd a half below the position of Gen. Supe- 
wion’s bridges, at am estate called Southfield, Rax- | 
Nope’ command was also instructed to effect a cross- 
ing. In dotng this, however, they were not quite so 
lucky as those above them. Daylight ‘had. come. 
while the engineers were still endeavoring to get the 
pontoon boats down to the water, but the fire from 
the rebel sharpshooters, who were placed in rifie- 
pits which had been thrown up opposite them, also 
succeeded in delaying operations so much, that it 
was 10 o’clock in the forenoon before they could ve 
got into the water. To silence the fire of the sharp- 
shooters, Col. Waansn, commanding artiliery on the 
extreme left, under the able Chief of Artillery, Gen. 
unz, brought forty guns to bear upon them. This 
completely “ corraled ” them, for they were afraid of 
leaving their pits and exposing themselves to the 
murderous fire of the @rtillery, This detained them 
until force was able to push ‘over in boats, 
| when, charging up the: hill, they captured ail 
) the men in the first row of rifie-pits, numbering about 
ome hundred and fifty, Immediately after the 
crossing of this force, a couple of pontoon bridges 
were built, and Gen. Wapswortn’s division of Rar- 
MOLDS’ Corps was thrown over. Gen, Wansworts him- 
self, however, did not wait for the completion of the 
bridges, but while his men were crossing’ tm the 
open boats, plunged in on horseback and swam his 
horse over to the other side. 
* Phus far, it ia to be noticed that but one division of 
each of the two army corps had been sent across the 
river—the remaining four divisions stayed on the 
other side, But they were not idle. They were put 
im motion on the hill-slope on one side ef the river, 
and in plain view of the enemy were marched along 
the crest. of the, ridge and , down, as though 
to. the crossing. But, instead of crossing, 
they were quiétly drawn wp dae” ‘throngh 
a gully, round the rear of the ridge, and round again 
on its top. They made the appearance of an army of 
at least a hundred thousand men, and must have pre- 
sented the appearance of a massing’ on our side, pre- 
paratory to a passage of the river under cover of the 
night, The same “ circusing” was performed by 


| the artillery, the same by the wagon trains. 


Was this a rusede guerre? Itcould hardly be any- 
thing else—and yet to any one but a careful observer, 
even on our side, the deception could not have been 


an- | detected, 


The effect on the rebels was. prompt. Two hours 
afterward their columns began moving up 
the Bowling-green road from down the river. Here 
a considerable force, including the whole of Jacx- 
son's corps—first, Tamsta’s brigade, down opposite 
Port Royal, then coming up'successively, A, P. Hit1’s, 
brigade, D. H. Hus division, and Eatr’s brigade— 
had been posted as a corps of observation. The Bowl- 
ing-green road is at this point a sunken road; but. 
‘we soon began to detect st Various points the rebel 
colamn moving up—we Were ‘removed say 8 couple 
of miles—tne bayonets glistening in the sun, . 














__| dispositions then made of The troops. ‘Three of, the | 
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corps,) and repidly pushed over, in the manner taught of 


lower crossings, however, they made but « feeble re- | 


tured here, @ disingenuous young mas, told us thet 


" Werethe same plains that witnessed the savage |. 
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Passing up the river We have fresh confirmation of 
this, During. Suaday and ‘Monady; Howainy’s || 
eétpe, tthe “Bieventh,)” siecuws orp,” ie 
Twelfth.) asd Gen)’ Meana’s;’ (the. Fit. 
hed been moving 1, the” upper, fords of 
the Rappahannock. On the night of Tuesday, be- 
tween 10 P. M.and 2A. M., Howanv’s entire: corps 
Crossed the Rappahannock on the pontoon bridge at 
Kelly’s Ford, twenty-seven miles above Falmouth. 
At day-tight Gen, Siocux’s corps followed, and dur-. 
‘ing the forenoon Gen. Masds’s corps was thrown 
: This movable column then struck direct/for Gere 
‘mania Ford onthe Rapidan River, distant twelve 
miles, one of the main affvents of the 

nock, into which’ it empties at United States Ford. 
Gen, Mzaps, however, Instead of taking this direc. 
tion om passing the river, strock « road diverging 
eestward, and made Ely’s Ford om the Rapidan, eight 


eee ‘cilotlaciiabilins. 
ws was resoived immediately to put the troops over by’). 


réady , placed there iby the rebels, and during the 
Bight the whole remaining force was passed over, 
‘the plers being lighted up with huge bonfires. While 
this was going on at Germanta Ford, Mzapa’s troops 
were crossing st Ely’s Ford. Both columas now 
moved as ordered, for Chancellorsville, at the junc- 
tion of the Gerdonville turepike with the Culpepper 
and Orange Court-house plank read—communicatioa 
being kept up between the two movable columns by a 
equadrou of Pizasanton’s cavalry, while snother 
partef the same norsemen moved on the right flank 
of the outer column to protect it from rebel cavairy 
attacks. This mascuvre having (uncovered United 
States Ford (which lies between Kelly’s Ford and 
Falmouth—twelve miles from the latter,) Covon’s 
corps, which had, for three days, been lying at 


ceNorsviile and on Thursday night four army cerps— 
namety, Howsnp’s, Srzvan’s, Mzap’s and Covon’s were 
massed at this point. That same night Gen. Hooxzs 
and staff reached Gordonsville and established his 
Headquarters in the only house here. 

Ii. 

I think you will readily agree with me that there 
are few examples in history of a military movement 
of such proportions, executed with such celerity and 
success, To have marched a column of seventy-five 
thousand men, laden with sixty pounds of baggage, 
together with artillery and trains, thirty-six miles in 
two dags, to have bridged and crossed two streams 
along a line which a vigilant enemy undertakes to 
observe and defend, with a)loss of perhaps half a 
dozen men, one wagon and two mules, is an achieve 

which assuredly has had few parallels, 


Remember how enormously difficult the task of 
crossing the Rappahanock proved last December, 
how two days were spent in the attempt after we had 
our force massed on the river's edge, and with 
what loss it was finally accomplished, and you will 
have the means of duly appreciating it. 

There is no miracle about this result. Itis simply 
the work of a planning and directing brain, with the 
most utter secrecy and the greatest possible celerity. 
Bat these qualities produce results which, in their 

I remember, ta my military reading, but one oper- 
ation of precisely the same kind. It is the operation 
of Prince Eveans against the French, who held the 
line of the Adige. Evesns, by. a series of skillful, 
‘manquvres, induced the French commander to scat- 
‘Cer Bis troops along the line of the river; then, by 
dexzterous feints, he entirely deceived his adversary 
‘as to thé direction of his marcli, and thé latter was 
suddenly surprised with the wews that the line of the 
Apgar, Net: an © Seapinees, 6S Sepeee 
“wholly routed at Carpi. 
eat eno could not have been SEE lh 
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"The signidicance of 

glance at the map of tne country. It will | 
be seen that the position gained at Chancellorsville, 
which is ten miles west by south of Fredericksbargh, 
completely turns the line of rebel defences'on the series 
of ridges im the rear of Fredericksburg, ‘and in fact 
there was now but one alternative : the enemy must | 
either retreat aleng the. line of the railroad toward | 
Richmond, while that line was yet uncut, (for there 
was no other line of retreat, the communication 
with Gordonsville being threatened by our hold on that 
line,) or else come out and “give us bettie’ on our 
aled, and in a strategic point of view had suffered a 
defeat before we liad fred = single shot. It wasin 


Reprorrshe ery ‘oonn eel heli 
eo nena nies We main 

ormy as, "i 
fet Prete BaD beast 4 
corpe—then Srocew—then Covmn—tien: Mass on:ibe 
\apenteaid ar Kath Werle: satin Mie been: 
‘employed Guring the whole night’ in throwing up. 
breastworks, and the woods have resouuded with. 
the strokes of » thousand ax-men felling trees for the 
Purpose of constructing sbattis. ‘We hear-the rebels, 
not half a mile distant, at work with the same-view,: 
and in the morsing both armies are well en 


this ssnee, and not in the meaning that they were ac- is widl, now ba whe mn out. and give GS 


tually destroyed, albeit he anticipated nothing less 


; 


‘than that, that Gen. Hooxss on the night of our arri- 
‘val at Chancellorsville proudly exclaimed; “ The 


|] Tedel army te now: the! legitimate propertsi:ef' ens! | 
Army of thie Potonise” > | 


' Gen. Lika deems to have felt hlinwnt sod hog 
to pursue the latter alternative, and be took | 
‘measures to carry his plan into exeevtion, 1 
vet eyb hal he had been hon siaforet | 
with troeps from the South. We are at the present,| 
| moment fighting Charleston. For, Mike the attack en 
Fort Donelson, that movement had been made too 
soon. A month had passed since that attack, and its 
result had emboldened Lan to call up the great por- 
tien of the force in Carelina. The troops for 
thie defendes’ of Charleston nambered. * fifty-five 
afford to feel sable 
that number. In 
bed Deen recalled 
from North Carolina. Purthermore, it is the uni- 


versal testimony of all the prisoners, (numbering sev- 


men,and he 
on forty 
aad ay 


ts; it ia, of course, impossible to. sey. I think 1 
would be uasafe to estimate it at less than eighty 
thousand, and there are those having good means of 


Cocupiing, tes; the teileriot es; Lee's tecliities for 
a change of front were, of course, very great; and 
ous army had hardly gained its position when a rebel 
columa was marching up to confront it. 

On Saturday, two prisoners were brought in from 
the Twenty-third North Carolina, belonging to H1’s 
division, of Jacxsow’s corps, Their testimony (1 
heard them keenly questioned by the able chief of 


the secret service, who knows the position of every 


rebel regiment) showed that that division started from 
below Hamilton’s crossing, in the rear of Fredericks- 
burgh, at 3 A. M., of Friday, and that they were por- 
tleas of the same column which we saw moving up 
the Bowling Green road, below Fredericksburgh, two 
days-‘before. I mention this circumstance ag a slight 
clue to the great game which was now being played 
between the two able leaders of the respective 
armies. 

On Thursday night we were massed in the vicinity 
of Chancellorsville, simply covering the approaches. 

On Friday morning, Gen. Hooxzs began the stra- 
tegic disposition of his force. As the enemy has 
since been engaged with us all along this line, and 
as the disposition has, since then, been altered, there 
can be no objection to state that it formed a line of 
battle of a triangular or redan shape, resting with 
its wings respectively on the Rappahannock between 


Banks and United Sfates fords and Hart’s Creek, 


and having its apex at Chancellorsville. 

The day was occupied with operations along the 
skirmish line, and reconnoissances for the purpose 
of feeling the enemy. 

The night previously, Col. McVican, of the Sixth 
New-York cavalry, had pushed out on the Spotsyiva- | 
nis road ; but having, in the ardor that characterized 
him, got far beyond the point intended by the Gen- 
eral, Frra-Huex Laz, with two brigades of cavalry 
and a battery of horse artillery, got on a cross road 
between him and us. He had two hundréd men, and 
there was but one. course for him—to pierce 
through the enemy’s line, leading the assault, sabre 
in hand, and he fell at the first charge. I knew him 
weil, He was a Scotchman and gallant soldier, and 
he died as he would have wished—cutting his way 
through the enemy. eget ary rcs ie diated 
number bebind. 

At noon of Friday Syxzs’ division of Mxap’s corps, 
occupying the extreme left, was sent out om a recon- 
noissance on the Banks’ Ford road... They pushed the 

enemy steadily for an hour, gaining s mile of ground, 


which was in itself important as giving us possses- | 


ston of two successive heights, from which the enemy 
‘would annoy us with artillery. This accomplished, 


the order was given to fall back. Tnere were those } 
er | who were disposed to be captious at this, but tne | 
‘mind that took in the totality of operations knew well | 


| what he did.” In itself ‘the position was valuable ; 


| bat it could not, without weakening us, have been | . 


Hooxas is determined to put forth all the resources of: 


‘the raft of which he is a consumniate master io- 
tempt them out. ~ . wens Coane A pegs 


80 much for the “Right: Another, ‘though ming: 
force, is working on"the | left, independently, yet wi 
its strategic bearings on the main ‘ 

‘This subordinate operation is at ick 
‘Balloon reconnoissances show clearly thatthe 
ericksburgh and the linedown the R 

massed it against us at Chancellorsyilic. maid 
also removed the greater bulk of their artillery with 
the same end ; and Gen, Szpewics, who 

the left, thinks himself strong “enough to carry the 
’ heights. The Commanding General assents, if there 
be good prospect Of suidness ; 16r it is of the uyost 
importance not to enticpate the golden momento 
strike. soe 

BUll another codperative réte is assigned the power- 
ful cavairy expedition under Gen. Sroxzuan, This is 
nothing less than to cut the railroad bridges that 
Cross the two affiluents of thePamuakey—namely, the 
North and South Anna—less than twenty miles from 
Richmond. The bridge over the North Anna ise 
hundred and fifty feet long and. eighty feet high, and 
cannot possibly be reconstructed in less than a forts 
night. You caa see how tremendously this will em+ 
barrass the rebels. 

Whether Srexzuan has by this time actually. pes- 
formed bis task, is not yet reported. I have follvWed 
him only as far as Rappahannock Station, south ‘of 
Culpepper, through which he dashed on Taaieday 

ht. 
ag cS RN GP TE how colossal ia the 
plan of campaiza which Gen. Hooxss has marked out 
for the army. It contemplates nothing less than the 
destruction of the entire rebel force in Virginia, “It 
is stupendously daring ; but Hooxzs ie s ‘man whe 
thoroughly understands that, in war, to one tt 


one must greatly dare. v. i Pe 


The active operations of Saturday. comprise. & 
series of attempts in force on the part of the rebels to 
break our line at vartous points, which were in gne 
case partially successful, in another completely suc- 
cessful, and in .all the others completely unaue- 
cessful. 

in the so0rning, ue we stood dl thabalcony of Guit- 
cmnLon’s house, the attention was aroused by & sharp 
ratile of mosketry coming from @ column of rebels 
coming ap by the main Frederieksburgh plank roed, 
directly in frontef us. Kuare’s battery, however, 
which was planted directly in front of the position, 
opened upon them, and after a few rounds caused 
them to retire. 

Immediately afterwards.a battery opened from the 
| height which I have mentioned as having been gain- 
ed by Syxzs, yesterday, and then abandoned by ‘us, 
The position was rather upwards of @ mile distant 
from the cleared space, and Its object was to damage 
our ammunition train which was visible to the rebels 
from the tops of trees on the height. One of our’ tat- 
teries was, however, immediately opened in reply. 
The third shot blew up one of the caissons and a sub- 
sequent shot blew up another, and thisseltled tneix 
account, 

Subsequently g reconnoissance was sent, op our 
part, consisting of the Twenty-sixth Pennsylvania 
Volunteers, (Caza’s brigade, Buazy’s division, Sicuizs 
corps,) on the same reed by which the rebels had ap- 
proached in the morning, for the purpose of feeling 
their strength. They went out on the plank road, 
deployed on both sides in the form’ f @ latter V, 
chaced the rebel skirmishers a <ul gee 
they came to a heavy double line of battle, 
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can was a eritical yan agi iad 
superb: resources of Gen. Homan. - ‘He was in the. 
saddle in'& moment, calm and cool—the master of a | 
situation Gt to overmaster the most, ‘The first thing 
was to check the rebel advance, which must ‘become 
[fatal if allowed to go om much further. 


t was @ terribly ‘animated Seene, "the :whole } 


open plein presented such 9 spectale as the «i- 
moon might make in the desert. Through the dusk 
ef nightfall rushing whirlwied of men and ar 
tillery swept over the plain, The shattered, fleeing 
eolumnso{ men were rushing down and ever us at 
Hoexsn’s dispositions were mede in a moment. 
‘Whom,of all others, should he send in at this ‘ear- 


” (gully critical moment, but the, darling child, of his |’ 


‘ewn creation—his own old corps, new commanded 
by Gen. Baasr. 

“General!” shouted the Commander, “ throw your 
men into the breach—receive the enemy on your bayo- 
nets—don’t fire a shot—they can’t see you !” 

Ob | it was a sight to see that glorious band rush at 
the double-quick te the rescue ! Pressing up in their 
horrid array of glittering steel, the enemy's advance 
was quickly checked, and he had to withdraw to the 
Mne of. breastworks just Perens re the Eleventh 
Corps. 

inhais chilies na iptcdanbeas 
clamor to the tropt, and Capt. Bust, Chief of Artillery 
ef Siocun’s corps, massed twenty pieces on the crest 
mear Gen. Sicxuns’ headquarters, and a terrific fre 
‘was opened on the enemy, and kept up far into the 

Gen, Pizasarzon, too, succeeded in turning back a 
‘Gonen pieces taken from the fying corps and plant 
fag them in a favorable position, while he drew up- 
Lis listie brigade of cavalry, consisting of squadrons 

of the Sixth New-York, Eighth Pennsylvania end 
Geventeenth Pennsylvania, with drawn sabres to 
protect the guns (a novel mght in battle.) Directing 
the pieces to be double-shotted with canister, he 
swept the position occupied by the enemy with a mur- 
derous fire. The successful check of the advancing 
fee is in no small degree owing to the indomitable 
energy of this gallant soldier. 

While this is going on, the panic-stricken Duteb- 
men‘are sweeping past us, and round by headquar- 
fers into the road leading to United States Ford. Many 
members of the Staff of Gen. Hoong and other gen- 
eral officers placed themselves in the roed, and with 
@iawh sabres amote and slashed the cowardly retreat- 
ing rascals. It was all in vain, however. The road 
for two'or three miles down toward United States 
Ford is now crowded with their shattered fragments. 
Gen, Hooxan has, however, already sent Sree’ regu- 
lars after them. As to the loss sustained by this 
corps, either i ied ot caplapes, R qseld Got ‘have 
“Wott great tha} ran too fast for that. 3 hove the 

; ower «+ 
mortification to add that they allowed twelve pieces 
of cannon to fall into the handsef the enemy. 

‘What makes this retreat not only disgraceful, but 
well-nigh disastrous, is that it completely folled a 
splendid manwuvre which Geo. Sickizs with his 
corps was engaged in executing. He had gone ia on 
a branch road leading off from the main pike, pierced 
the enemy's centre, penetrated for a mile, cut them in 
two, and would have secured the key to victory, 
‘when the turning of Howaxp’s position compelled him 
‘to make good his retreat, though he brought out with 
him four hundred rebel prisovers ! 

The artillery combat was prolonged till midnight, 

andthe bursting of the shower of shells thrown by 
our batteries into the rebels made a aaeniens that 
beggars al) description. 

During the whole crisis, Gen. Hooxzn was under 
the severest fire, and his Staffl,made up of young 
braves, performed prodigies of valor. 

The task tofoe accomplished by the Commanding 
General during these night watches is one to tax his 
best energies. The enemy has completely turned 
our right, is now in our rear, and will, unless 
prevented, turn this immense’ advantage to ac- 
count with the first dawn of to-morrow’s light. 
He will doubtless draw in his line, bringing his right 
' down perhaps to the neighborhood of Ely’s Ford. He 
will replace the cowardly corps that has fied byMaapr’s 
Corps, than which there is’ none better in the army, 
and reinforce it by that of Kavmocbs’, which is com- 
ing’ tip, from’ thie’ Jef kod Jahow within « couple of 
3, houre’. march of heres: AT the-enefny seaume the|al- 
7 Sa aroe econ. wo is every ‘probability 
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" Lin gg oove anticipated, by. us. on Saturday | 
morning. Daylight grew broader “and ‘yet’ no guns: 

Finally, about 6 wlock, 2 bruise ‘Napolesn,"Iooking {> 
down’ the plauk road in ‘front: of te’ Chaneelior'| 
saw a regiment come into the read in column 
attempt to deploy. One or two doves of canister 


lepused them to deploy rather irregularly, » and more | 


Uke skirmishers on the retreat... - ts ee . 
‘Boon after, Gen. Horas ‘and. Stall’ began an ins, 
‘Spection of our lines, whieh eceupied full two hours. 
Bvery portion wes visited, and the work of the night | 
was closely inspected. On the extreme left new lines | 


Wete chosen, and the engineer officers soon marked 


out the line and character .of the defences to. be: 
‘erected. vWhea the inspection closed, the intrench- 
250 edgremamenogn ft dh indy 


[yeas ha bos oy cet dspanee during the 


‘night, a9 both forces tiald been buby with their axes 


wether than thelr muskets. From Gen, Howaay’s 
front came a report that the enemy was engaged all 
night in cutting a reed: past his picket line to the 
Tight. How much attention was paid to this fact at 
Seen © Ss ace, Set apne aver 


that it was very significant. 


dis ter enchaetilin akin, avery dull inert 
fora day of battle, and only here and there was there 


anything more even than desultory skirmishing ond Z 


picket firing. 
About 3 o'clock the pichew on the right of Gen. 


- SLecum’s front reporved that from ® cértain position . 


wagons had been seen moving in 0 westerly direc- 
on nearly all day,’ It was at once surmised that 
this might be a retreat, bat subsequent events proved 
that it wasa partef an affair of altogether another 
@ature. To ascertain, however, what it really was, 
Gen. Sicxiss, who was still in reserve, was ordered 
to make a reconncissance in heavy force in that di- 


rection, This was done with  great'promptness, 


and the divisions of Gens. Bransr and Waurris, 
with Gen. Baniow's brigade, from Hewann’s corps, 


were pushed out to the front, Bunpan’s brigade of 


sbarpehooters having the advance, and supporting 
Raxpeirn’s battery. Our troops moved rapidly and 
soon became more or less engaged, especially with 
the artillery and the sharpshooters as skirmishers. 
Bzapax soon sent in some sixty prisoners, belonging 
to the Twenty-third Georgia, including one Major, 
two Captains and three Lieetenants. Being upon the 
ground, I examined these prisoners, and soon found 
that the “ wagon train” which we had seen moving 
during the day was composed mainly of ordnance 
wagons and ambulances, and that Stonewall Jacxson 
and Staff were at the head of a column of troops 
which the wagons followed. 

Nothing more was needed te convince us tnat this 
daring oppenent was executing another of his sudden 
movements, and it was at once resolved to check- 


Scan oe, sonar ee aes © Eas 
and Gah. Wiiasy divisiok of Siooun’s column was 
ordered to codperate. Brawsy pushed ahead with 
great vigor, and with Raxpoura’s battery soon sent to 
the rearas prisoners of war the entire remnant of the 
Twenty-third Georgia regiment, numbering over 
four hundred efficers and men, The column of the 
enemy which had been moving up this road was now 
iterally cut in twe, and Gea, Wuutaus hed com- 
menced a fank movement on the enemy’s right, which 
promised the most auspicious results. 

But at5 o'clock a terrific crash of musketry on cur 
extreaie right, announced that Jacxson had com- 
menced his operttions. ‘This had been anticipated, 
but it was supposed that after his colamn was cut, 
the corps of Gen. Howanrp, (fermerly Gen, S1cat’s,) 
with its supports, would be sufficient to resist his ap- 
proach, aad finding that he was himself assalied in 
the rear, he would tura about and retreat to escape 
capture. 

But to the diegrace of the Eleventh Corpe be it said, 
that the division of Gen. Souuas, which was the first 
assailed, almost instantly gave way. Threats, en- 
treaties and orders of commanders were of no avail. 
Thousands of these cowards threw down their 
guns and soon streamed down the road toward head- . 
quarters. The enemy pressed his advantage. Gen. 
Dazvene’ division, disaffected by the demoralization 
of the forces in front of him, soon followed suit, and 
the brave General was for the second time severely 
wounded in the foot, while endeavoring to rally his 
men. Gen. ‘Howanp, with ‘all his daring and resolu- 
tion and vigor, could not stem the tide of the retreat- 
ing and cowardly poltroons. The brigades of Cols. 
Busuzzox and MoLzan only remained fighting, and 


-} maintained themselves nobly as long as possible, But 


they too, gave way, though In good order, before 


Gen. Hous now sent to the aid of Gen. Howann 
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night's work Was ended.) )! [8 oh ror 6 os 
piper elon ‘Itwe : 
the posited of: aMflts ois) Seurday: et 
PUPAE PD.S, change of ops, lines, 
pr See ee a, our rear and ise laaed 
byt ywilh ‘be seen by what 


enemy was fought end checked on ‘het, ad 


flank, and rear, while this’ was being done, 
Reyxoupe’ First/Army Corpe arrived at United 
Ford on Satutdey afternoon, It wes’ immedi: 


pr gatetapiacner Pease Oy was with- 
drawn from the plank, road to the | Biy’s Ford turn 


pike. This line was Immediately formed by Gens. 
and Mzaps, the latter’a position, on the left, 
having been relieved by. “Gen. Howany’s Eleventh 


Corps, which, notwithstanding its disorganized condi- 
tion was so far reorganized during the night as to def || 


for! duty again this morning. They were assigned the 
podition on the left, where it was probable there 
would be litte of no fighting, and were. protected by 
the strong works built the day beforeby Gen: Muapa’s 
corps. Our new line now’ assumed the shape ofa 
triangle, prolonged at the apex, the right of the line 
Lt oP as ae clneeean As tiie portion 

line on the right wis hew, time wad necessaty. 
to fortify and intrench it, and'the work was carried 


‘ 


Z vigorously by the Pita an Firs ary oorpe. 


it was very evident at daylight this morning that 
{day would bring forthe ferrific bettie, ‘We knew 
the enemy had been re-enforving his line all 
at the expense, undoubtedly of the strength of 
‘his force ‘on our left. His intention was, evidently, 


fo fight for the possession of the plank road, which it 


‘was perfectly apparent he must have, as that portion 
of it which we then held, was subject to the enemy’s 
assaults in front and on both fanks, 

But the possession of this road was not obtained by 
the enemy save at our own time, at his severest cost, 
and efter one of the most desperate,, tenacious and. 
bleedy conflicts, fer its. short duration, of the whole 
War. AtSo’clock A. M. the rebels could be pisinly 
geen up the plank road, about smile and a baif from 
the Chancellor House, which Gen. Hooxga still re- 
tained as his headquarters, though a shell had gone 
through it the evening before, and anpther had cut 
down a tree directly in front of it. 

Our line of battle was formed with Gen. Brany’s 
geliant division on the right, Gen. Bianzr next on 
the left, Gen. Wairris and Gen. Wutisus support- 
ing. At 535 A. M, the advance became engaged in 
the ravine, just beyond the ridge where Capt. Buer’s 
guns had made their terrific onslaught the night be- 
fore, and where they still frowped upor the enemy 
and threatened his destruction. 

The rattle of musketry soon became a long con- 
tinued crash, and in a few moments, as battalion after 
battalion became engaged, the roar surpassed all 
conception, and indicated that the fight would be one 
of ‘the most terrible nature. Gen. Bunar’s division, 
which had checked the enemy’s advance the night 
before, engaged him again, end if it’ were 
possible fer thous to add more laurels to 
thele fame, then they dia | ft thricé”” Wer 
again. The enemy. edvanced his infantry in 
overwhelming numbers, and seemed determined to 
cresh our forces. But the brave men of Sicxizs ond 
Stocum, who fought iheir columns with desperate gal- 
lantry, held the rebels in check. and inflicted dreedfel 
sleughter among them. Gen. Fazscn’s division was 
seat in on the right flank of our line ataboat 7A, M., 
andina short time a horde of ragged, ‘streaming 
rebels running down the road, indicated that hat por- 
tion of the enemy’s line had been crushed. At 8 
o’cleck A. M., Gen, Fasncn sent his compliments to 
Gen. Hooxan, with the information that he had 

S10xune maintained the attack upon his line with great 
endurance, The enemy seemed determined to crush 
him with the immensity of his'forces, and, as subse- 
quently shown from the statements of prisoners, five 
whole divisions of the rebel army were precipitated 
upon this portion of the line, for from these five di- 
visions we took during the day an aggregate of over 
two thousand prisoners. 

The exploits of Our gallant ‘troops in those dark, 
tangled, gloomy woods may never be brought to 
light ; but they would fill a hundred volumes. It 


the muzzles of our guns. Many desperate charges 

were made during the fight, particularly by Bzaar’s 

division. Morr’s brigade made (fifteen distinct 

charges, and captured seven stands of Solors, the 

Seventh New-Jersey, Col. Paanois, alone capturing. 
four stands of colors and five hundred px 
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gl extending to the right of our line and flank the 
skirmishers, At the same time he ordered the | 
ishers forward. As they advanced the reveis | 
Er the Richmond réad to © building in the 
where they divided, one portion striking off to- 
_ ward the heights behind Fredericksburgh and the 
Yaaning for dear life to @ little: wood farther to 
}left. Meantime our skirmisii line kept constantly 
and the regiments io the rear, ‘unslinging 
‘Knapsacks, advanced to their support. At 26 minates 
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divers 3 the rodd, Under 


} them to skedaddle quickly. A portion of the Ferty- 

, farther to the left, also. moved forward scrose 

the road and up the side of the hill most gallantly, 
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our lines had advanced considerable of a dis. 
beyond the Richmond road, they fell beck to it, 

n ender to aval themecives 0 the peotection agora- 
ed by it.” 

, Poaen sls toll Uiceidikcs, dimtiens, Snvetsieks, 
one or two Bibles, and other things which the rebels 
had left in their hasty fight. Seven “ dummeys,” or 
men of stone, were likewise found posted here. 

This whole affair was plainly (discernible frem this 
side of the river, and I must say a more gallant thing 
I have yet to witness. 

Maay of our forces have crossed the river, and are ; 
moving to the road. 

The rebeis have built large fires on the hills direet- 
ly back of Fredericksburgh, in order to give the im- 
pression that they are in foree there. On our line 
large fires farther to the rear are undoubtedly kindied 
with stores, burned to prevent their falling inte our 
hands. Heavy cannonading is going on to the right 
to-night. 


THE OPERATIONS OF SUNDAY. 

Muse Batow Frepssicussunes, 

baba Palm ry a 
Very heavy firing has been going on since two 
@eclock all along the front, from the Bernard House 
to Frederickaburgh. During the night Gen. Nawron’s 
and the flying divisions marched up on the other side 
of the river near to Fredericksburgh, and opened a 
masked fire on the rebels in the rifle-pits. At, the 
same timé our batteries from both sides commenced 
shelling the guns behind the heavy earthworks above 
the crest which Gen. Sumxen attempted to siorm in 


the December engagement. Lieut. Hanzs’ New- [-} 


York battery opened the ball. We have got a cross 


fire on the guas an) silenced them. Out troops are in |. 


the outskirts of the city, further on the left, opposite 
to where I am sitting, Hxxauze’s Fourth New-Jersey, 
and Sxow’s First Maryland batteries have unlimbered 
beyend the old battle-field, and are shelling the woods, 
in which the rebel rear guard are secreted. There 
js one battery of email guns likewise inthe woods, ; 
firing cecasionally. Allalong the arc between the 

woods and the city are extensive rifie-pits, from be- 


hind which the rebels are. firing. Our musket fring | oa, 


is likewise heavy, the men having advanced some 
distance beyond the former battle-field. 

Healf-past Seven o'clock —The rebels have fied from 
their rifle-pits above Eredericksburgh and taken refuge 
im the woods beyond. They moved offleisurely at first, |’ 
bat were put to rapid flight by a few of our shells 
tossed after them. There are several batteries plant- 
ed on the hills this side of the river, which occasion- 
ally fire, 

'We hope to reach the summit of the hills be- 
fore noos. Everything but the rebel rear guard 
and the one battery is apparently gone. A few revels 
in the rifie-pits, further to the left, have just set upa 
regular wolf bow: to divert attestion in that direction, 
bat we are moving steadily forward amid tremendous 


. Sunmpar Moamine—8% 0’clock., 

Baar.arr’s brigade, Newren’s division, consisting 
of the One Hundred and Twenty-first New-York, 
Sixteenth New-York, Twenty-Seveath and Fifth 
Maine; and Ninty-Sixth Pennsylvania, are chargmg 
upon the rebel battery in front of the Bernard House, 
led by the Ninety-sixth Pennsylvania. It has fired with 
me LS tigamee a ek rapee 


TT pvecectiuabalsins is oecupied by Cocunin’s ‘ old 
brigade and the troops of Nzwton’s division. 
Nine clock A, M.—After a temporary lull, mus- 


both sides have again opened, and are firing st each! | 
other rapidly. ~: 

_Bukx’s division hospital has moved back frem thé 
river, owing to several SE Se vn ee 
near it. 


_ The Postmaster-General 7 hapibennled x0 order to dis- 
Columbus and Toledo, Siartiede sescseivetoes 
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